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JEE might undergo change in pattern

Hindustan Times (Mumbai)

MUMBALI: Students vying for seats in the Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts) in 2017 may have to answer a
question paper that will be a mix of Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) and written answers.

EARLIER CHANGES

Since JEE Advanced was Moreover, in September
introduced in 2012, the com- 2014, the lIT Council revise the
mittee has made several eligibility criteria for JEE
changes including negative Advanced. Last year, only
marking and eligibility criteria. those who featured in the top

20 percentile scores of their
The exam held on May 24, respective boards in class 12

2015 had negative marking for were eligible for the test.
the second and the third sec- However, it was later revised

tion of both papers for incor- to those scoring above 75% in
rect answers. In 2013, there aggregate
was none. .

According to sources in the Joint Admission Board (JAB) for JEE Advanced, the committee may propose a new
pattern that will be a substantial shift from the current paper that only consists of MCQs. The JAB, which is
expected to discuss this change at its next meeting in August, wants to reduce ‘guesswork’ in the exam where
student had to just tick an answer from a list of options.

Sources at some 1ITs have said that these plans are under consideration but may come into effect only in 2017.
“A written section will reduce ‘lucky guesses’ that usually make a lot of difference in marks and ranks.
Students’ abilities to analyse questions and their understanding of concepts need to tested instead of just
choosing a correct answer. The change if implemented will make the test more comprehensive”, said a senior
official from JAB, requesting anonymity.

However, experts said that the change will lead to disputes over evaluation which will be difficult. “With
MCQ’s there is only one right answer so computerised evaluation is possible. But, by introducing a subjective
section, the exam will have to be manually evaluated making it impossible to declare results on time”, a senior
professor at 11T-Madras said.

Moreover, the marking pattern, after much deliberation is finally on track which will again be disturbed, he
added.

Officials at 11T-Bombay, which is conducting admissions this year, declined to comment on the changes. “The
next meeting of the JAB is scheduled in August which is when any decision, if being planned, will be taken. |
don’t know about any such recommendations,” a JEE Advanced official at IIT Bombay said.
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Devang Khakhar, director, 1IT-Bombay said that no such decision was under consideration this year, but
refused to comment on the likeliness of it being implemented in 2017,

I T-K team develops system to make bldgs quake-resistant

Hindustan Times (Lucknow)

KANPUR: Scientists at the civil engineering department of the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (11T-K)
have developed a unique technique to make multistory buildings earthquake resistant. The cost effective
technique ‘base isolation system’ could easily be adopted in new buildings, claimed the team headed by head of
the department of civil engineering Dr Durgesh C Rai.

T Jodhpur looks to become a solar thermal research hub

http://social.yourstory.com/2015/07/iit-jodhpur-solar/

An experimental facility to test different solar thermal technologies and benchmark them against each other will come
up at lIT Jodhpur in the next two years at an estimated cost of Rs 120 crore. The premier institute had signed a
memorandum of collaboration (MoC) in this regard with I0C and BHEL in 2011. yourstory-iit-jodhpur-solar “Lots of work
have been done since then, but absence of a facility to test different technologies had been strongly felt,” said Director
of lIT Jodhpur, CVR Murti. Emphasising on the need for such a unit, he said technologies to harness light from the sun
are well developed and commercialised worldwide. “But technologies to harness heat from the sun (solar thermal
technologies) are at a nascent stage,” he said. According to PTI, he said a detailed project report (DPR) has been
prepared by an Israeli consulting company for the development of the proposed prototype testing facility. “The draft of
the DPR has been submitted and has been tabled at a two-day workshop of solar thermal technology for expert
suggestions and review,” said Murti. Now, the consortium will approach the national funding agencies like Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) and other national and global funding agencies for the grant of funds. S Srinivasa
Murthy from Indian Institute of Science (Bangalore), who is also the Advisor to IIT Jodhpur, said the objective is to bring
all available solar thermal technologies on one platform, test and develop?them according to Indian conditions to
ensure lower cost and greater efficiency. “Development of this prototype testing facility would pave the way for the
development and indigenisation of concentrated solar thermal power technology. With this, we would be able to not
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only benchmark and develop the technology, but also connect it with the industry and bring it to the product level
through training and education,” Murti said. ... read more on social.yourstory.com

IT-Bombay tops the list with 65 of top 100 rankers select to
study, Delhi stands second

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/iit-bombay-get-highest-number-of-top-ranker/1/450302.html

IIT- Bombay retains its position as the most sought-after campus as 65 of the top 100 rankers in JEE
(Advanced) secured seats in it. IT- Bombay knocked out figures from last year's number of 58 among the top
100 opting for the Powai institute.

IIT Bombay zone has maximum 6,838 candidates among successful followed by Chennai zone (4,921) and
Delhi zone (4,511).

I1T- Delhi was the next best choice with 30 students choosing it, a drop from last year's 36 followed by 11T-
Madras and 11 T-Kanpur, who were at a distant third and fourth position with three and two students. 1T
Kharagpur and the newer ones, IIT Roorkee and Guwahati, have not managed to get even a single student from
the top ranks. I1T officials attributed this to the low representation of students from the North-East.

Of the close to 25,000 students who registered for 1T seats, around 10,000 got allotments on Tuesday. Around
17,250 students got allotments in the 22 NITs. Not a single seat in the 11Ts was vacant after the first round. Only
112 seats are vacant in NITs (National Institute of Technology) in states such as Sikkim, Nagaland and
Arunachal Pradesh.

1, 17,238 students appeared for the exam and 26,456 qualified. Across all 11T's, 10,006 seats are available this
year.

According to the statement from the director of 1IT-Bombay, Devang Khakhar, "A majority of students perceive
it as the top institute. At 18 years, most students make their choices based on what their friends and family

would recommend. Computer science and engineering (CSE) and electrical engineering (EE) were the popular
choices for students in the top ranks."

Super 30 students short of money for 11T counselling

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Super-30-students-short-of-money-for-11T-

counselling/articleshow/48019984.cms

PATNA: The students of Bihar's Super 30, a free coaching centre for underprivileged students, who have cracked the IIT-
JEE this year are a worried lot as they don't have the money for counselling.

The families of Sujeet Kumar, Dhananjay Kumar, Prempal Kumar and Sharwan Kumar are grappling with a financial crisis
as they don't have the funds required for submission of a challan worth Rs 45,000.

Super 30 founder-director Anand Kumar said: "The banks are ready to pay the fee, including the admission fee. And they
are also ready to pay the counselling fee this time, but they cannot give cash for challan."
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Cash is paid through a challan in order to submit a bank draft for the admission fee.

"The problem is that though the IIT has reduced the counselling fee from Rs.60,000 to Rs 45,000, it now asks for
submission of fee through challan, which would require cash," he said.

Like previous years, as many as 25 of the 30 students of Bihar's Super 30 have cracked IIT-JEE. Children of a taxi driver,
mason, farmer, daily wager/farm labourer, helper in photo lab and migrant workers are among the successful
candidates.

"If the IIT relaxes its norms, it will not only help Super 30 students but also hundreds of others who come from a poor
background," said Kumar.

Super 30 was started by Anand along with former Bihar DGP Abhyanand over a decade ago. Later, Abhyanand
dissociated himself from the institute.

Super 30, which helps economically backward students crack the IIT-JEE, was selected by Time magazine for the list of
'The Best of Asia 2010".

Students from poor families have to pass a competitive test to get into Super 30 and then commit themselves to a year
of 16-hour daily study routine. Coaching, food and accommodation are free for the students.
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Stanford University commends Mukesh Ambani

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/Stanford-University-commends-Mukesh-
Ambani/articleshow/48016402.cms

PTI | Jul 10, 2015, 01.26 PM IST

NEW DELHI: Stanford University of US has commended Mukesh Ambani for his decade long support to students keen on
pursuing higher studies through scholarships.

Ambani, who had enrolled at the Stanford University for a management degree in the 80s but returned midway due to
his father's failing heath, had instituted the Reliance-Dhirubhai Ambani Undergraduate Scholarship Fund for
International Students to provide scholarships to bright students.

Martin W Shell, vice president for Development at Stanford University last month sent a commemorative certificate to
Ambani, Chairman and Managing Director of Reliance Industries, to mark the 10th anniversary of the Scholarship
programme.

Stanford Reliance Dhirubhai Fellows receive financial support for the cost of tuition and associated fees for each year of
the two-year Stanford MBA Programme (about USD 140,000 (Rs 86.8 lakh).

Listing out students who had have received the scholarship till now, he said, "the assistance made possible by your fund
has benefited not only students individually, but indeed, Stanford as a whole".

Since its inception, the scholarship has been awarded 29 times to a total of 12 undergraduate students.

"Admitting the brightest and most deserving students regardless of their ability to pay is one of our fundamental values -
and it is a goal we simply could not achieve without the generosity of donors like you. We are very grateful to you," he
wrote.

In the commemoration certificate, the University said it recognises "The Reliance-Dhirubhai Ambani Undergraduate
Scholarship Fund for International Students which for 10 years has provided scholarships to undergraduate students at
Stanford with a preference for students from India.

"Through their words and deeds, these students have demonstrated independence of mind, a capacity for leadership,
and a personal commitment to activities intended to improve conditions in the broader community in which they live".
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